Welcome to our 91st Edition of “Big School Buzz as the chilly Winter weather makes its presence
felt across the country. This edition of our newsletter is packed with inspiring and insightful
content to add value to your life. Sit back, put your feet up and browse through each valuable
page at your leisure, soaking it all up, page by informative page. The time has certainly come for
us all to intervene and stand shoulder-to-shoulder in providing the children of South Africa with
a decent education, love and support, as we nurture and cultivate a ‘new
generation’ of smart kids as part of the African Renaissance, both
within South Africa, and beyond our borders. And this of course
includes supporting the entire teaching fraternity too, as part of the
holistic process. Wishing you a blessed month ahead, and do lend a
helping hand to anyone less fortunate than yourself along the way. Enjoy
the read!

Editor & Crew
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Exuberant Discovery Feeds And Nourishes The Minds Of Students.
When students are engaged and motivated, they achieve higher levels
of cognition, make connections, and experience “aha” moments. Such
learning comes not from quiet classrooms and directed lectures, but
from classrooms with an atmosphere of exuberant discovery. Making
learning fun is a sure way to get students to remember information. Fun means engagement, doing
and learning what has meaning and purpose, and it means being challenged too. Incorporating
anything that is hands-on is a great way to make learning fun. Research has also shown that
students learn best when they have a “brain break” during the course of the school day. And
what’s more fun than a field trip as part of the learning mix! Field trips are a super way for
students to connect what they are learning at school, with that of the outside world, beyond
the walls of the classroom. >>>
Literacy Can Be Vastly Improved With Comic Books In Education.
Advances in digital technology have opened up wonderful new avenues
of communication in education. For the pre-reader, a comic can be
purely graphical in nature and help provide practice with sequencing
as well as concrete to abstract transitions, using illustrations instead
of written words. The written component of a comic can be introduced when the early readers
are ready to connect words with images. Comics can help early readers, or readers with language
acquisition problems, by providing visual clues to the context of the narrative. A single pane in
a comic can represent paragraphs worth of written material in a manner that is enjoyable and
effective for the early or challenged reader. >>>
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Mistakes In Class Are An Integral Part Of The Learning Process.
Although making errors while learning is common, it is also frequently
perceived by students as something negative, shameful and
experienced as a potential threat to self-worth. These perceptions
often prevent students from regarding errors as wonderful learning
opportunities. The result is that the potential to learn from them – which is inherent to errors –
is not being fully realized. However, a favourable error climate can support learning from errors,
and hence foster learning progress. The error climate can be regarded as a component of
instructional quality in a mistake-friendly classroom. It is assumed that a positive error climate in
the learning environment can enhance the quantity and quality of learning processes, leading in
turn to stable knowledge, and improved academic performance. >>>
Schoolmall.co.za Is Now Listed In The Blue Page Supplier Directory.
The Big School Buzz Blue Page Directory has fast become a key
connector between suppliers and consumers. A truly fabulous A-Z
Supplier & Service Provider Directory that is specifically designed to
assist consumers, and help local businesses grow and thrive. This easy
to use interactive facility allows consumers to connect and engage with suppliers in the
education sector, across the board. The directory is now a permanent fixture and spotlight
feature on the Big School Adventure website for easy reference, and is updated periodically as
new company listings come online. Give your business a key online presence by having your
organisation listed in this compact directory. >>>
Creative Doodling Supports Student Learning And Understanding.
When a squiggle on a page isn’t just a squiggle, but a possible work of
art. As Hillary Clinton sat listening to speeches at a UN Council
meeting, she was seen scribbling furiously in her notebook. Was she
making last minute changes to her speech? No, she was in fact
doodling! And this was of course splashed across global media, within seconds. When most of us
think of doodles, we think of spirals, circles and abstract shapes that we draw, in the margin of
a page, or around the edges. This graphic detail in pen or pencil can be simple, or more elaborate
in appearance. Some of history’s most influential academics were doodlers, and you’ll be surprised
at how many goofy stick figures and patterns decorate the margins of famous historical
manuscripts. Doodle to your heart’s delight and don’t wait until the phone rings to spring into
action. >>>

Big School Buzz Fast Fact Corner:


Your creativity flourishes freely with Creative Thinking Skills. >>>



Talent Zones looks at developing a kid’s talent very differently. >>>



Drone technology injects excitement into education. >>>



Changing lives through learning is Educ8 SA’s mission in life. >>>



The art of sketchnoting can change a student’s life for good. >>>
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