Welcome to our 68th Edition of “Big School Buzz” as the authorities grapple with safety
measures to combat the Covid-19 pandemic within the school environments, across the
country. But all is not doom and gloom – browse through these inspiring pages at your
leisure and soak it all up, page by nourishing page. From educational updates, lifestyle
trends and home entertainment, to exciting new product launches, technological
breakthroughs, and more. We’ve kept it light, fresh and informative, and an absolute joy
to read throughout. Please feel free to pass it on to your fellow
colleagues, friends and family as we grow the “Big School
Community”, together. Be safe out there and keep your chin
up during this challenging time!
Yours sincerely

Editor & Crew
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------South Africa’s Future Hinges On Its Six-Year Old Mathematicians.
Its impact is being felt in everything from how we travel to how we
treat diseases, how we source our energy to how we mine our
minerals. As the future evolves, many of today’s jobs are fast
becoming obsolete – in fact, some are unlikely to exist at all in just 10
to 15 years’ time. Adequately preparing our children for the future (futures that face possible
global pandemics as we are right now) involves ensuring that they are properly proficient in
mathematics. It is quite clear to all that if South Africa is going to excel and play a significant
role on the world stage, we then need to start at the earliest phase possible in nurturing and
developing a greater number of proficient mathematicians. Read the full article on how this key
subject – the concept it contains and the skills it imparts, including how to think logically – are
at the heart of the knowledge-based economies to come. >>>
Literacy Can Be Vastly Improved With Comic Books In Education.
Advances in digital technology have opened up wonderful new
avenues of communication in education. For the pre-reader, a comic
can be purely graphical in nature and help provide practice with
sequencing as well as concrete to abstract transitions, using
illustrations instead of written words. The written component of a comic can be introduced
when the early readers are ready to connect words with images. Comics can help early readers,
or readers with language acquisition problems, by providing visual clues to the context of the
narrative. A single pane in a comic can represent paragraphs worth of written material in a
manner that is enjoyable and effective for the early or challenged reader. >>>

The Art Of Sketchnoting Can Change A Student’s Life For Good.
The sketchnotes phenomenon, brainchild of graphic designer, Mike
Rohde, has rapidly spread beyond the realm of the design world.
Sketchnotes create a visual map of key content and engage your
whole mind, whilst tapping into your own personal visual language and
graphic vocabulary. Notes that incorporate pictures and words
equally, make it fun to learn. The integration of a mix of typography helps create a balanced
structure, style and visual hierarchy in the sketchnote taking. A combination of diagrams,
symbols and drawings make for more interesting elements, and a few creative pen strokes here
and there can illustrate a complex subject more easily. Use of arrows work well to point out key
detail and help focus attention on specific drawings or text, and provide a strong connection
between multiple ideas. Pen and paper amplify our thinking when we use them to record what we
see and hear, and to reflect on what it means. Leverage visual note taking to help you remember
more, communicate better, and develop ideas more completely, whilst unleashing your creativity.
A truly brilliant and effective method of note taking whether you’re a student, teacher, or
businessperson. >>>
School Principal Shares Valuable Insights Of E-Learning Benefits
During Lockdown. The Covid-19 pandemic has caught everyone off
guard, including schools, teaching staff, learners and parents alike.
Local Principal, Chris Zaayman, shared his thoughts recently with
ITSI on how their school is approaching the new challenges and what
tools they use to achieve success. Zaayman shares his valuable tips for surviving the lockdown
and why quality learning is far more important than quantity learning. He also explains how elearning has helped their school make great progress during the lockdown period, to date.
“Maragon Mooikloof is flying at the moment thanks to ITSI’s excellent e-learning solution, a lifesaving academic solution indeed”, says Zaayman. Learn more about this success story at Maragon
by reading the full article now. >>>
The First School Desk Was Officially Made In 1881. Designed and
crafted by John D. Loughlin in Sidney, Ohio, USA, and known as the
“Fashion Desk”, proved to be extremely popular across the country.
The practicality of the desks allowed for the units to be attached to
one another in a one room schoolhouse, seating two to three children
at a time and maximising space utilisation. The novel design of the desk was aesthetically pleasing
to those in the education industry and its popularity soon grew. Loughlin’s successful marketing
campaign and pioneering spirit did much to launch and publicise the fashionable school desk,
which would eventually sweep through the nation, paving the way for a new generation of school
desks and the birth of an entirely new industry. >>>
Big School Buzz Fast Fact Corner:
 Fun beats cabin fever with educational indoor activities for kids. >>>
 Chess improves academic performance amongst children. >>>
 Spec-Savers drives Kids Right To Good Sight campaign. >>>
 A Kumon Franchise allows you to make education your business. >>>
 Hearing Matters – give your child’s hearing the attention it deserves. >>>
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