Welcome to our 56th Edition of “Big School Buzz” as we embrace the start of Winter.
We trust that you will find this month’s edition of great value again as
we strive to provide you with ‘edunews’ you can really use – from
educational updates and lifestyle trends, to exciting new
product launches, technological breakthroughs, and more.
We’ll keep it light, fresh and informative, and an absolute joy to
read at all times. Please feel free to pass it on to your fellow
colleagues, friends and family as we grow the “Big School
Community”, together. And be sure to lend a hand and light up a life,
wherever you can. Keep in touch!
Yours sincerely

Editor & Crew
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------The Power And Potential Of Green Schoolyards. Living school grounds
are richly layered outdoor environments that strengthen local ecological
systems while providing place-based, hands-on learning resources for
children of all ages. If green schoolyards could be built at every school
they would provide every child in every city with high quality access to
nearby nature on a daily basis – democratising access to nature across socio-economic, racial and
cultural lines. Green schoolyards foster children’s social, physical and intellectual growth and
health by providing congenial settings for curiosity, collaboration, imagination, exploration,
adventure and wonder. Green spaces of all types have profound therapeutic properties too, that
lower our blood pressure, help us relax and provide other ‘feel good’ benefits that improve the
wellbeing of children, teachers, school administrators and visitors alike. >>>
Learning Is A Fun Process In A Makerspace. Wherever children are given
the time and space, they make things. Playing and making are children’s
natural modes of expression and learning, from stories co-created in
dramatic play, to fairy houses made in the grass. Whether it’s building
with blocks, making sandcastles, drawing, painting, or using chalk on the
sidewalk, children have the natural capacity to take advantage of any space’s support of making.
They’ll push the boundaries by using things in their environment in new ways, discovering hidden
features and materials, and taking advantage of whatever they can get their hands on to make
something. We as parents and educators should be fostering creativity and creative thinking by
nurturing and encouraging the colourful ‘originality’ and creative expression in our children.
Given freedom, opportunity and technology, the world is their makerspace. >>>
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Gamification Adds Another Dimension To The Classroom Experience.
Tablets, apps and laptops have created many opportunities for the
“gamification” of learning. There are benefits to shrouding learning in
gameplay, as students may not realise just how much learning is happening
when they get pulled into the adventure of a good game. Incorporating
anything that is hands-on is a great way to make learning fun. Research has also shown that
students learn best when they have a “brain break” during the course of the school day. And
what’s more fun than a field trip as part of the learning mix, to complete the picture. >>>
Dealing With Adolescence In A Compassionate Way. Adolescence is the
age of change and a challenging time for both kids and parents.
Teenagers are often confused about their societal role and are often
torn between their responsibilities as growing adults, and their childhood
fantasies and desires. Overwhelming emotions can lead to impulsive
behaviour, which can severely impact their lives, as well as the lives of others. Gaining your child’s
trust is vitally important if you want to help with behavioural issues. Children tend to imitate
what they see at home. Lead by setting a good example and spend quality time together, nurturing
your family relationship. Teach them life skills and the importance of compassion. Encourage
your children to eat healthy food, exercise regularly, and of course, to get sufficient sleep. >>>
Doodling Is Fun And It’s For Everyone. When a squiggle on a page isn’t
just a squiggle, but a possible work of art. As Hillary Clinton sat listening
to speeches at a UN Council meeting, she was seen scribbling furiously
in her notebook. Was she making last minute changes to her speech? No,
she was in fact doodling! And this was of course splashed across global
media, within seconds. When most of us think of doodles, we think of spirals, circles and abstract
shapes that we draw, in the margin of a page, or around the edges. This graphic detail in pen or
pencil can be simple, or more elaborate in appearance. Some of history’s most influential people
were doodlers, and you’ll be surprised at how many goofy stick figures and patterns decorate the
margins of famous historical manuscripts. Doodle to your heart’s delight and don’t wait until the
phone rings to spring into action. >>>
Financially Literate And Money Wise Matters. Given how important
financial matters are to navigating life, it’s quite surprising that so few
schools are teaching the basic fundamentals of successful money
management and wealth creation. Children as young as three years old
can grasp financial concepts like saving and spending, if just shown the
ropes. Parents are the number one influence on their child’s financial behaviour, so it’s up to us
as responsible parents and citizens to raise a generation of mindful consumers, investors, savers,
and givers. Financial literacy is an important life skill indeed – let’s give our kids a head start now
and set them on the road to financial prosperity. >>>
Big School Buzz Fast Fact Corner:


Collaborative partnerships work well for 21st century learning. >>>



Solar cow at a school powers an African village. >>>



Plastic straws are simply bad news indeed. >>>



Bettermarks® programme makes maths so easy. >>>



Balancing screen time with green time is good for the family. >>>

