Welcome to our 52nd Edition of “Big School Buzz” as we embrace the
romantic month of February, with the First Term of school now in full
swing. We trust that you will find this month’s edition of great value again
as we strive to provide you with ‘edunews’ you can really use – from
educational updates and lifestyle trends, to exciting new product
launches, technological breakthroughs, and more. We’ll keep it light,
fresh and informative, and an absolute joy to read at all times. Please
feel free to pass it on to your fellow colleagues, friends and family as
we grow the “Big School Community”, together. And be sure to lend
a hand and light up a life, wherever you can. Keep in touch!
Yours sincerely

Editor & Crew
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------The Billion Child Foundation – Turning Schools Into Centres Of
Excellence. South Africa’s population is rapidly evolving into two
distinct worlds – those with education, jobs, money and a future for
themselves and their children, and those, with little education, no
jobs, and no future prospects at all. And schools in less privileged
communities face a complex range of very real obstacles such as
shortage of resources, skilled educators, lack of good management and parental involvement.
But all is not lost! The Billion Child Foundation, under leadership of Mr. Alan Whitaker, has
developed an incredible “Centre of Excellence” programme that allows for the sustainable
reinvention of schools as Centres of Excellence, within the framework of an innovative, costeffective pricing model. Effective Leadership, Effective Teaching & Effective Learning =
Positive Results. >>>
Learning Is A Fun Process In A Makerspace. Wherever children are
given the time and space, they make things. Playing and making are
children’s natural modes of expression and learning, from stories cocreated in dramatic play, to fairy houses made in the grass. Whether
it’s building with blocks, making sandcastles, drawing, painting, or
using chalk on the sidewalk, children have the natural capacity to
take advantage of any space’s support of making. They’ll push the boundaries by using things in
their environment in new ways, discovering hidden features and materials, and taking
advantage of whatever they can get their hands on to make something. We as parents
and educators should be fostering creativity and creative thinking by nurturing and
encouraging the colourful ‘originality’ and creative expression in our children. Given
freedom, opportunity and technology, the world is their makerspace. >>>
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Raising Bookworms In A Technology Driven World. In this digital age,
children are spending more and more time interacting with a screen,
and far less time playing outside, reading a book and engaging with a
parent. Whilst technology certainly has its benefits, it can also erode
a sense of family togetherness and hinder a child’s emotional and
social development. Telling kids that it’s important to read isn’t
enough to get them captivated, but reading with them demonstrates that it’s a worthwhile family
activity, and that you do care about them. Shared reading is about getting the rhythm and flow
of reading right and about comprehension. When you read together, ask questions to check how
well your child has understood the text. Read together out loud, talk about the pronunciation
of words and take a closer look at spelling and punctuation – for example, talk about how commas
and full stops guide you through the story. Teaching your children to love books and reading is
one of the singular most important skills you can impart as a parent. >>>
Dealing With Adolescence In A Compassionate Way. Adolescence is
the age of change and a challenging time for both kids and parents.
Teenagers are often confused about their societal role and are often
torn between their responsibilities as growing adults, and their
childhood fantasies and desires. Overwhelming emotions can lead to
impulsive behaviour, which can severely impact their lives, as well as
the lives of others. Gaining your child’s trust is vitally important if you want to help with
behavioural issues. Children tend to imitate what they see at home. Lead by setting a good
example and spend quality time together, nurturing your family relationship. Teach them life skills
and the importance of compassion. Encourage your children to eat healthy food, exercise
regularly, and of course, to get sufficient sleep. >>>
Doodling Is Fun And It’s For Everyone. When a squiggle on a page
isn’t just a squiggle, but a possible work of art. As Hilary Clinton sat
listening to speeches at a UN Council meeting, she was seen
scribbling furiously in her notebook. Was she making last minute
changes to her speech? No, she was in fact doodling! And this was
of course splashed across global media, within seconds. When most
of us think of doodles, we think of spirals, circles and abstract shapes that we draw, in the
margin of a page, or around the edges. This graphic detail in pen or pencil can be simple, or more
elaborate in appearance. Some of history’s most influential people were doodlers, and you’ll be
surprised at how many goofy stick figures and patterns decorate the margins of famous historical
manuscripts. Doodle to your heart’s delight and don’t wait until the phone rings, to spring into
action. >>>

Big School Buzz Fast Fact Corner:
 Edible schoolyards transform children’s relationships with food. >>>
 Education in your hands revolutionises the learning process. >>>
 Children’s Media Conference, Sheffield (UK), 2-4 July 2019. >>>
 Pencil shavings make exquisite art designs in nouveau art form. >>>
 KCSA is setting quality trends in stylish school furniture solutions. >>>

