Greetings to you from our editorial team as you start browsing through this 94th Edition
of Big School Buzz. We’ve served up a super mix of content in the following pages that
will add value to your life - from educational updates, lifestyle trends and e-learning
developments, to smashing new product launches, technological breakthroughs, and
more. We’ve kept it light, fresh and insightful, and an absolute joy to read throughout.
Sit back and soak it all up, page by informative page. And do feel free
to forward this new edition to your fellow colleagues, friends and
family as we grow the “Big School Community”, together. Be safe
out there, assist the less fortunate in your travels and best wishes
for the new month ahead. Enjoy the read!

Editor & Crew
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Raising Bookworms In A Technology Driven World. In this digital age,
children are spending more and more time interacting with a screen, and
far less time playing outside, reading a book and engaging with a parent.
Whilst technology certainly has its benefits, it can also erode a sense of
family togetherness and hinder a child’s emotional and social
development. Telling kids that it’s important to read isn’t enough to get them captivated, but
reading with them demonstrates that it’s a worthwhile family activity, and that you do care about
them. Shared reading is about getting the rhythm and flow of reading right and about
comprehension. When you read together, ask questions to check how well your child has
understood the text. Read together out loud, talk about the pronunciation of words and take a
closer look at spelling and punctuation – for example, talk about how commas and full stops
guide you through the story. Teaching your children to love books and reading is one of the
singular most important skills you can impart as a parent. >>>
Learning And Having Fun In The Classroom. Tablets, apps and laptops
have created many opportunities for the “gamification” of learning.
There are benefits to shrouding learning in gameplay, as students may
not realise just how much learning is happening when they get pulled into
the adventure of a good game. Incorporating anything that is hands-on
is a great way to make learning fun. Research has also shown that students learn best when they
have a “brain break” during the course of the school day. And what’s more fun than a field trip
as part of the learning mix? Field trips are a super way for students to connect what they are
learning at school, with that of the outside world, beyond the walls of the classroom. >>>
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Creativity Connects The World In A Powerful Way. Making new and
exciting connections is all part of the learning process along the journey
of discovery. When schools integrate the arts with literacy, they are
giving teachers a powerful strategy for instruction and are strengthening
students’ vocabulary, comprehension, creative expression, language and
writing skills. This helps students make ‘real-world connections’ beyond the pages of books and
builds the 4C’s – creativity, critical thinking, communication and collaboration. The world we live
in is changing at a rapid pace and our children must have the ‘creativity skills’ that will allow them
to engage with and contribute to change. Educators know that a curious, creative spirit is key
to complex problem-solving, and that preparing 21st century learners requires more than fortifying
them with core academic skills only. >>>
Finding Suppliers In The Education Sector Has Never Been So Easy.
The Big School Buzz Blue Page Directory has fast become a key
connector between suppliers and consumers. A truly fabulous A-Z
Supplier & Service Provider Directory that is specifically designed to
assist consumers, and help local businesses grow and thrive. This easy to
use interactive facility allows consumers to connect and engage with suppliers in the education
sector, across the board. The directory is now a permanent fixture and spotlight feature on the
Big School Adventure website for easy reference, and is updated periodically as new company
listings come online. Give your business a key online presence by having your organisation listed
in this compact directory. >>>
Big Words Are In The Spotlight With This New Jawbreaker Feature. This
new editorial feature, a vocabulary builder in fact, will focus each month
on a big and unusual word in the English language. Some have funky
spellings, tongue-twisting turns, and some sound too hilarious to be true.
Our spotlight feature this month falls on the charming 17-letter
bibliophilic word and noun, “Librocubicularist” – a person who loves to read in bed. Either
stretching out or curling up at will in a cozy, uber comfortable pillow and blanket nest with book
in hand - that is the life! Librocubicularist is derived from the Latin words “libro”, relating to
books, and “cubiculum”, referring to bedroom, and was reportedly coined by Christopher Morley
in his novel, The Haunted Bookshop, in 1919. >>>
Paperclip History Goes Back To 1899. A Norwegian inventor, Johan
Vaaler, with degrees in electronics, science and mathematics, invented
the first patented paperclip in 1899. He received a patent for his design
from Germany, as Norway had no patent laws at the time. Vaaler was an
employee at a local invention office when he created the paperclip. It
was in fact a company called Gem Manufacturing of England that first designed the double ovalshaped, standard paperclip, as we know it today. This familiar and now famous paperclip was and
still is referred to as the “Gem Clip”. William Middlebrook of Connecticut, patented a machine
for making paperclips of the Gem design in 1899, but the clip itself was never patented. >>>
Big School Buzz Fast Fact Corner:


ISBN codes are unique numeric identification codes for books. >>>



Nurturing creative thinking in our kids is an absolute imperative. >>>



Paper cut-outs transform famous landmarks in a charming way. >>>



School Awards with a meaningful difference make a lot of sense. >>>



Edible schoolyards provide winning recipes for cultivating healthy minds. >>>

