Welcome to our 67th Edition of “Big School Buzz” as we all grapple with the challenges
of the global Covid-19 pandemic. But all is not doom and gloom – browse through these
inspiring pages at your leisure and soak it all up, page by nourishing page.
From educational updates, lifestyle trends and home entertainment,
to exciting new product launches, technological breakthroughs, and
more. We’ve kept it light, fresh and informative, and an absolute joy
to read throughout. Please feel free to pass it on to your fellow
colleagues, friends and family as we grow the “Big School
Community”, together. Be safe out there and keep your chin up
during this challenging time!
Yours sincerely

Editor & Crew
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Turning Cabin Fever On Its Head During Lockdown. All South
Africans are to be commended for doing their bit by staying at home
in order to flatten the curve of the Covid-19 outbreak, and to allow
our healthcare system sufficient time to better cope, plan and prepare
for the future impact of the pandemic in SA. Whilst cabin fever may
well be taking its toll in testing our patience, resilience and fortitude, it can never remove our
fighting spirit for which we are renowned. It is most gratifying indeed to see the country united
and rallying behind our President, despite the trying conditions that currently exist. Let us keep
our wits about us as we navigate the stormy seas that lie ahead. Let us grow stronger together
as families, and as a nation, in the face of adversity. Let us capitalise on new opportunities
presenting themselves each day. We will prevail. Be safe South Africa, be inspired South Africa,
and may God protect and bless our beloved country and all who live here. >>>
Chess Improves Academic Performance Amongst Children. Chess is a
classic game of strategy, invented more than 1500 years ago in India.
Legend has it that the ruler of India asked his wise men to devise a way
to teach the children of the royal family to become better thinkers and
better generals on the battlefield – chess was the result. The value of
chess for children may be much more than mere entertainment and amusement. Many parents,
teachers and researchers are convinced that “Chess Makes Kids Smart” (a slogan coined by the
USA Chess Federation). Chess has long been recognised throughout the world as a builder of
strong intellects and its ability to improve the cognitive skills, rational thinking and reasoning of
even the least promising of children. Chess increases mental prowess, instils a sense of selfconfidence and improves communication and pattern recognition skills. It teaches the core
values of hard work, concentration, objectivity and commitment and develops a child’s mind, in
a fun and engaging manner. >>>

Creative Play In Confined Spaces During Lockdown. Play is often
talked about as if it were a relief from serious learning. But for
children, play is a way to cope with life and to prepare for adulthood.
Playing is a way to solve problems and to express feelings. In fact, play
is the real work of childhood and is fundamentally important to a
child’s growth. Through play children develop cognitive, problem-solving, and social skills. Play
also breaks down barriers and lays the foundation for adult relationships. Play deprivation during
lockdown is a terrible thing indeed, but it can be overcome with a little family nurturing and
creative ingenuity. >>>
Make Education Your Business With A Kumon Franchise. Become part
of the world’s largest after-school learning programme in which you are
able to build a successful career and franchise business. The main aim
of the Kumon Method of Learning is to provide as many children as
possible with the opportunity to achieve their full scholastic potential,
and to study at an advanced level in the process. Open a Kumon Study
Centre and join the world’s leading brand in supplementary Maths and English education and be
instrumental in giving children a better chance in life. >>>
Spec-Savers Drives Kids Right To Good Sight Campaign. Spec-Savers
SA has pledged to make a lasting difference in the precious lives of
South African school children by offering FREE eye tests and
spectacles to all children, aged 6-12 years old. Since inception in 2008,
nearly 300,000 children have been helped to date throughout the
country, courtesy of this generous and wonderful Spec-Savers CSI initiative. >>>
Paperclip History Goes Back To 1899. A Norwegian inventor, Johan
Vaaler, with degrees in electronics, science and mathematics, invented
the first patented paperclip in 1899. He received a patent for his design
from Germany, as Norway had no patent laws at the time. Vaaler was
an employee at a local invention office when he created the paperclip.
It was in fact a company called Gem Manufacturing of England that first designed the double
oval-shaped, standard paperclip, as we know it today. This familiar and now famous paperclip was
and still is referred to as the “Gem Clip”. William Middlebrook of Waterbury, Connecticut,
patented a machine for making paperclips of the Gem design in 1899. The Gem paperclip itself,
was however, never patented. >>>

Big School Buzz Fast Fact Corner:


Integrating big ideas into teaching enhances learning. >>>



Handwriting plays a valuable role in the digital era. >>>



Dettol provides valuable tips regarding Covid-19. >>>



Doodling is fun and it supports student learning. >>>



Kumon education helps prepare kids for life. >>>
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