Welcome to our 70th Edition of “Big School Buzz” as we gear up for the challenges and
opportunities of a brand new month, Covid-19 and all. Let us be bold and confident by
approaching the future with a positive mindset and not allow this global pandemic to
derail us any further, within reason. Sit back and browse through these inspiring pages
at your leisure and soak it all up, page by informative page. From educational
updates, lifestyle trends and lockdown learning, to exciting new product
launches, technological breakthroughs, and more. Please feel free to
forward this edition to your fellow colleagues, friends and family as we
grow the “Big School Community”, together. Be safe out there, keep your
chin up and lend a helping hand to anyone less fortunate than yourself.
Yours sincerely

Editor & Crew
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Smart Water For Green Schools - Water And Sanitation At The Heart
Of Community Development. Green Cross International launched the
Smart Water for Green Schools (SWGS) project in February 2010, under
the Green Cross Water for Life and Peace programme. SWGS works
with local partners to identify communities struggling with water
poverty, and, through simple and sustainable actions, transforms their schools into a source of
pride and hope in the eyes of students, teachers, parents and the entire community. Children
experience the life-changing value of water and hygiene first hand, and are encouraged to lift
their educational ambitions. With water resources becoming even more stressed, unpredictable
and unevenly distributed in many regions, it is increasingly vital for communities to take practical
action to secure their water supplies, optimize their resources and educate young people in
sustainable, responsible management. Providing water and sanitation services to schools engages
children, their parents and other community members in improving water security and maintaining
their role as guardians and agents of transformational change. >>>
Edutopia Is A Wonderful Place Where Innovation Rules Supreme.
George Lucas’ vision is of a new world of learning, a place where
students and parents, teachers and administrators, policy makers and
the people they serve are all empowered to change education for the
better; a place where schools provide rigorous project-based learning,
social-emotional learning, and access to new technology; a place where innovation is the rule, not
the exception; a place where students become lifelong learners and develop appropriate 21 st
Century skills, especially in information literacy. It’s a place of inspiration and aspiration based
on the urgent belief that improving education is key to the survival of the human race. >>>

Humble Postage Stamps As Potent Instructional Tools In Education.
Connecting youngsters to postal history, philately and the world of
stamps serves to inspire curiosity and encourage life-long learning. July
the 1st marked the anniversary of the first US Postage Stamp ever issued,
in 1847. And while you may think that postage stamps are headed the
same way as the Dodo in the age of email, text-messaging and video communication, you might
be surprised to learn that stamps are currently more variegated, coveted, and collected, than
ever before. Stamp collecting is a wonderful opportunity to learn about other countries,
cultures, currencies and landmarks. Great too as a teaching tool because it presents a discoverybased method of learning for students in the classroom environment. Using postage stamps from
around the world in lessons and activities is not only a creative and engaging way for students to
explore ideas and meet grade-level standards, it’s also an efficient way to differentiate for visual
and tactile learners. Seeing a concept visually, or holding it in one’s hand, can make an indelible
impression on a learner. Stamps provide colourful little windows to a much wider world out there,
allowing students to have a fantastic hands-on learning experience in the process. Postage stamps
are an extremely versatile teaching tool, applicable for use in social studies, languages, arts,
maths and science. Stamps depict not only specific historical figures, such as scientists, authors,
activists and statespersons, but also concepts, such as freedom, peace, exploration and
community. A country’s culture is deeply embedded in its stamps. >>>
Learning Is A Fun Process In A Makerspace. Wherever children are given
the time and space, they make things. Playing and making are children’s
natural modes of expression and learning, from stories co-created in
dramatic play, to fairy houses made in the grass. Whether it’s building
with blocks, making sandcastles, drawing, painting, or using chalk on the
sidewalk, children have the natural capacity and instincts to transform any available space. They’ll
push the boundaries by using things in their environment in new ways, discovering hidden features
and materials, and taking advantage of whatever they can get their hands on to make something.
We as parents and educators should be fostering creativity and creative thinking by nurturing
and encouraging the colourful ‘originality’ and creative expression in our children. Given
freedom, opportunity and technology, the world is their makerspace. >>>
Black Only Was Once The Standard Wax Crayon Colour Available. Way
back in 1903 wax crayon sets only came in eight basic colours. And that
first-ever box of Crayola branded wax crayons was a huge improvement
over the first crayons ever sold, which only came in black, courtesy of
the Peekskill Chemical Works in upstate New York. Wax crayons were
mostly used for industrial purposes until pioneering cousins Edwin Binney and Harold Smith
(Binney & Smith) introduced their brightly coloured, non-toxic wax crayons for kids. Edwin’s wife,
Alice, made up the name Crayola by combining “craie” (French for chalk) with ”oleaginous” (which
means oily) – in other words, oily chalk! >>>
Big School Buzz Fast Fact Corner:


ITSI helps teachers navigate uncharted waters with lockdown learning. >>>



CBN raises bookworms and makes reading real cool for children. >>>



The “Dad Suggests” website is a treasure-trove of note! >>>



Keeping your LEGO collection in good condition is a fine investment. >>>



Edutech Africa is now a bumper 3 day show, the continent’s biggest. >>>
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